
TTHHEE  AARRMMEENNIIAANN  CCHHUURRCCHH  OOFF  SSOOUURRPP  SSTTEEPPAANNOOSS    
((SSAAIINNTT  SSTTEEPPHHEENN))  IINN  LLAARRNNAACCAA  

  
rreesseeaarrcchh--tteexxtt::  AAlleexxaannddeerr--MMiicchhaaeell  HHaaddjjiillyyrraa  

 

The church of Sourp Stepanos is located in the centre of 
Larnaca town. It was originally built as a chapel by the Armenian 
refugees who came to Larnaca after the Adana massacre in 
1909. However, as most of the refugees returned to Adana 
within the year, the chapel was left unfinished. After a fund-
raising which started on 24 October 1912, the small chapel 
became a church, whose construction finished on 1 April 1913. It 
was built as a replica of Adana’s main church and was dedicated 
to Adana’s patron Saint, Saint Stephen. 

 

Dedicated to the memory of the martyrs of the Adana massacre, it is the first 
monument in the entire Armenian Diaspora in memory of the Armenian 
massacres in the Ottoman Empire. On top of the church's façade there is a 
commemorative composition featuring the Armenian ethnarch Haig, the last 
King of the Armenian Kingdom of Cilicia, Levon V, a scroll held by a hand - 
representing the Ten Commandments - and the four symbols of the Four 
Evangelists; around King Levon V, there is a commemorative inscription in 
Armenian: “in Memory of the Cilician Martyrs - 1 April 1909”. 
 

The church was inaugurated on 20 May 1914 by Senior 
Archimandrite Serovpe Samvelian and was consecrated on 30 
June 1918 by the Armenian Legion’s 
spiritual shepherd, Archbishop Taniel 
Hagopian. Until the early 1940s, there was 
a small octagonal dome on top of the 
church. Also in the early 1940s, Larnaca 
Municipality decided to rename the road in 
front of the school from “Maritsa 
Hadjistavrou street” to “Armenian church 

street”. The local Armenian school was originally adjacent to the church; 
between 1993-1995 a new school building was erected within the courtyard, to 
the south-east of the church and the old building was demolished in 2007. The 
church was renovated between 1956-1957 and again in 1998. Many of the 
church’s icons are the work of Lebanese-Armenian painter Fr. Hovsep Ashkarian. 
 

Outside the church, there is a reddish brown tuff stone khachkar 
(cross-stone) dedicated to the 100th anniversary of the Adana 
massacre and the myriads of Armenian martyrs. It was 
consecrated by Archbishop Varoujan Hergelian on 25 December 
2011. 
 

Liturgies are held every other Sunday, in turns with Saint 
George’s church in Limassol. The church celebrates on 25 
December, feast day of Saint Stephen. As of 1992, the parish 
priest is Fr. Mashdots Ashkarian. 
 

         For more information, please contact: 
 

Armenian Prelature of Cyprus 
47, Armenia street, Acropolis 2003 

Nicosia - Cyprus 
Tel.: +357 22 493560 
Fax: +357 22 492750 

E-mail: armprel@spidernet.com.cy 


